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{nirodwciion
T Siawirrcamer: oF Komamnamin axe Ariee

e arroeiny sl Khwirdaap village of Blawdar distriet in Muoharsshies easwern

region of Vidarbha starkly revealed the strength of casie oppression in
Midirushitea, and in the country as o whole, nearly zix decades after the trunsfer of
power. Bur equally revealing sweve the lengils woeosduch e S wean o suppeess
e Tacts of Khwirdungi, wnd then 10 suppress the protests against b That the Dl
masses overcame all these obstacles, propagated the facts of Kluorlang wodely
without the ielp of the mess media, and mounted profesis throughout the state, i5

aremarkable and moving testimony 10 the drge of this mest oppressed section for

lberation. I is this urge that the rulers fear



The Bhosmanges were s Dab Gy of Khatdangowhich owoed asmall plot of Tand, and bad
resisted the atlempts of the dominant clementzs of the village W construet a road hrough
thas e, O Sepremiber 29, 2000, 0 mok of villigers amsched sbem, The Gaber of the Gaaly,
Bhaivyalal, was awayw at the fime. His wile Surckha and his doughier Privanks were raped
and Killed. His sons Bosbag and Swedbee were alao killed afier their pivate parts werg
mutilated, Im oo repori brovsht oot in November, 2006, the Centre for Bguoity and Social
Justice of ihe government’s own Yashwanteao Chavan Academy of Development
Admimistration (YASHADA) found o “deep rooted social conspiracy towards facilitating
the erime aipd subseguenst suppressing of evidence o the pa of certam commiunal fosees
as well ns varous clements Trom politics and cdministrnfion.™'

(]

Adthe local level everything justificd the contidence of the Killers that they wouold a0 scol-
freee, Although the police wene contacted an e e of the event, ey didd sor e ap nll
many hours later; though the bodies were fownd noked snd motibided. no investigation for
rape s done and e clothes were nol presecved Toe forensie exanmation; the post-
mictem report failed to find evidence of rape; the complaing was recorded impropecly usder
thee Prosection of Civil Bighis Act rather U thee Prevention of Atrocines (on SCEET) Act;
and 52 on, and 5o forth. Various paris of the State machinery operaied systematically o
suppress e trot, CThe Gact than somme of the poliee officers and medical personnel involved

Urganised killings of Dalits n Khairlani village, Tal. Maohadi, District Bhandara™

A Beporl under the SCST (Prevendbon of Atrocitiest Act, 1%58% by The Centre Tor Equiaty

ned Social Justics, YASHADRA oo the O Babazaleb Ambedkar Reseoarch and Training

[nsurute. Depanueent o Social Tostice. Govenment of Bndia).

Sane af the findings ol this repon hrielly are:.

= Theousghour September J086, conain conuiunal clemears vigited Khairlangi ol conrtbuaed
Lo creating comnmml fewseons o e village.

The pl'-lil'r: iprogel the frantic call for help from Bhodmange and the Gajhiye broihiers even
while the Killing was in pragress on Seprember 2% heace alloowing the heinons crime o
lenppen -

Even aller this shicking mnmler, the golice dbd oot (e the FIE proaegily aned e Dy 507 s
well as thee Palice Inspecior o elarge of AmBhalgaon Police Stamon did nol Gke ey acion
presmgitly, even though they knew thal Hes was o clear case of almocely against Daliis.-

Esrremely serroas neglect wos comimitied, perhinps delibemiely, during the post mesiem of the
vwo women s bodies, wlicl led 1@ destoeciion of erucial evidence of rape. Blocd spmples,
iald elipgnngs, sectal swals, vaginal swaly, amd pabic hair samples were nol aken which are o
vt e Uhe Bikebibood of rape. 1705 B serprose ten that the Bocal MLA whie belongs wthe BIF
ws reportedly present an 1he wne of te pest momein on Privanka’s ody.

+ The Specinl Inspecter Geneml of Palice, Napmer, Mr Pankaj Gupen, made o premagere and
irresponsible public siatement thot e tpe hod laken plece on the women victims and Incals
imperviewed by ihe team stased rhat Gupn had been paid 2 bribe to poke such s stoement,
The Distrael Autharlies such as he Destnel Magisisate, te Soepertesdent of Police aod 1he
Clivil Surgena remaingd alool wmi indiffenmil i ibe Khaarlangi alrocity . bence mfreety allowing
1he crimes and the subsegquent manigualian of eviience o happen.

Moo rank mscrsiaviy desplayed by the sop cchedons of the Police Depaiirent sowirds the
Ehaarlangi atrocity sent wlally waang sizisals o the sess of (e poliee foree o ile s,
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wene themselves Dalit merely reflects the pressures operating on all such persons
when they work as part of the Siate machinery, )

Suppression of nevws of (e aieocily

Al the very outsel, the incident appears o have been reponed mothe wop levels ol
the state government, wWhich sswiang intg action w prevent the news from spreading.
Press reporters wild the fact-linding team Qg the stale government Bad contacied
all the major newspapers o ensure hat nething regasding the incident was published,
wnd the newspapers prompily obliped,

It appears the povernment also persunded political leaders claiming 1o wepresent
Dralits not eooraise the issoe. Tndeed, the meadent bad ocowred atwtime when it could
havves hind explosive elfect. On October 2. 2006, the diy of Dussera, Magpur saw o
huge congregation of Dalits celebeating the 3Mth anmiversary of the conversion of
O Ambedkor adong with bis likhs of followers (o Buddhism. On Ocioher 3 Conprea.
PALA Mitin Faun visited Klviskugi, eolieeted detls] wnd sent o nzport G Uee siate
worvizrmiend L] ehal dude o seaior officisl or pelitcal leader bad visiced e village
By October § eventhe English press i Mumban ol pegortied the atrocity, menlioning
ek =Tl shite admanastration. police. wnd political class. on their part. bave been
Fighting Bard docover up the glustly e for s week now, ™ (EEA, October 8. 2006}
Floawever. ull Mhese Tarae gatherings were kept insalated from the real ieformigion un
the Beeimasus incident of Khickusg by e establshed legdershop of ol factions of the
FEFLand eiher parlismentury purtics. On Octpber 14 Mavawali addnessed a large rally
of the Baohujan Swmaj Pany (BEPY ar Nagpir, bol she Guiled ooy w word aboug
Ko,

The credit for bringing the news of the incident 1o the Fore belongs o some social
activists in Vidarbha area. Realising the geavity of W crime, some youth ook
mnilnelives o seed he prolest among Dalits. Someone managed o plintogreph the
hosdies, revealing their sctial comdition; others circubated the photographs and the
news, through leaflets, boards, posters, and word of mowth, The Fact Finding Team
god lindd of a prster displayusg the dead bodies of the Bhotmange fumily ond giving
w ol fo Dalits to mse inprodest. Where the "mass media™ of (e establisbonent wire
sibent, the medis of the masses, oul ol tee view of the colers, spread the woed.

Dalic womten to the fore

The prodests began about o month alter the massacre. In e fwtenm, the state
government had not even felt i1 necessary to hand the case over to the CID.
Interestingly. the first people 1o come out on the streets in public protest wens the
Dialit women. The Eashiva Saotbonddha Mabafa Sanghatann took o fead and held o
predest relly in Bhandars on November [, 20060 in which more than G000 woanen ook
paurt. B inspived swoagen in other lwns and ities 1o organise prdest rallies one after
the other. Soon, the whaele of YVidarbla was reverberating wily protests against the
state’s inaction and complicny in Klidanpi, Everywhere, the local women came
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forward o seed wmakeshilt protest commitee, Womanage police permssion, o, and
received spontancous support from people, mainly educated youth, employed as
weell ws unemployed. “For the lust few days™, swid the Fores of fndio of November 7,
“hinleksvan Dalit groups had been protesting and baming boalines on busy jusctions
like Indora on the Bamptes rosd On Magpurd, and Mhalgi Nogar on KEing Road™, On
Moswember 6, the Magpuwr police lathi-charged protesters (e Thiey headline ran
“Iraadies run ameok over Bhandur killings"y, Yavatmal, Wardha, and Bampes were put
order crfewe The prodeses Baed immediale effece the state govermment banded ove
ihe case tothe state O, and said that if the resulis of that were nol subsluciory, the
ase wnstld he hanced o the Central Boreaw of Investigation. However, these
pitlliatives did ned pacity the protesiers. and protests spread through the egion.
The podsee pow speang il action — ool i complele investigations into the massacre,
but o investignde the protesters, “Have the frond activists of olica-Leltst groups
taken over the protests against the Khairkangi Killings? That is the question nagging
ilee Muappur Police.™ {lnafian Exprre sy, 801 1506}

The police were disiurbed beciuse these protests were not under the leadership of
the estabdisbed poliesl keaders, sk sl e police enjoy o cosy relatonshp,
Father, they had emerged from unknown activiss and the common people. ~These
kinds of protests are generally oepaised by leaders wanting oo ke credit for the
snme. We do nod know any such leaders here. 5o, who are the people who instignted
ha meobs vesterdny s whinl waare teving o locd oun™, said Nagpors Commmssioner
of Police 5 P&, Yaday at a press conference. I was an entirely new Kind of protest
orgamisaton. Handballs were diseeibaiied fust - thoosgh backdooss - sl suddenly
there was o crowd of some 3000 people in the city’s Indora arew.” The hoandbialls
disribued caveporeally deelredl s heseefoh oo polieian would be aflosed mo
Tewd the agitation. Asked il the instigutors were non-political, Yadoy swid, ©1 can't
say everylling oo, We hope 1o caleh them soon,” Dlodior Expeess, 81059

Lvervwhens, the protesters were osel with tee hostle sumde of e podice Gollowed
by wicnlled for repression. Afler one ol the protest rellies i Magpuor, ihe Home
Mimizter of Mahasshie e opcareern iosay than the government bad information
that the nazualites were behind the prodesss. Although he retrncied the sitement
Tter, 1 served the purpose ol Uaie Vidarbla pobee who cmcbed deson on the protesiers
witleall its repressive zeal.

The provests continued 10 spread. On Movember B, o women activisis of anoiher litle-
known organisation, Phole-Shabo- Ambedkan Mabula Chalwal, infilmed Mandrdoya,
reached (he Chiel Minister’s cabin, and began slogan-shouting against the
government, They wene later wrrested by the police. Thie Depoty Chiel Mister, BE,
Panil, whi is also Home Ministier, charged: T suspect Maxalites are using Dalils o
further their azenda.” On Movember 10 Magpur again wiinessed a bandh and clushies
between the pobice and protesiees, as the Chiel Minisies an lost — more (han live
wecks sinee the incident — visited Ehoirfungi, Deshookh mow expressed willingness
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pir B Wb cmse over o Chie CEL amed prommsed s god v the survivor of e mmssacne
(who decltined the offer, saving e wus Inleresied only in ensuning siringent
punishment for the perpetmtors of the massecre),

The Maxalite bopey

The significance of Yadays, Palil’s and Deshmukh’s charge ol a "Maxalite hind™ is
iweo-Folo. First, 0 s msmd o comvey Dt these protests wene ool s e espression ol
the Dality” own sentiments, but of some sinister foree behind the seenes: Dalits, it
sugpests, can be ewsily mished or imcited by “exploting ther sentimens”. Seoondly,
given the license with which the State represses "Manalites™ without regard for the
laws o demoeratae rmghis, the labelhong of aomovement as isigated by “Maxaloes™ is
arcimplicit theeat to all it participants, and porticularly 1o s activists, Indeed the
police proceeded oo wide round-up of Tefust aod Dali actvists, Jabelbng them
“Maxalites”. When CPLIM-related activisis sought permission for a Long bMarch
Frome Mugpur o Bhaicdang, giving detarks of the moute, they were amested; released
oi bail, they were arrested again. The Mugpor Commissioner of Police said that dhe
Long March would ot be allowed. This report hos o somie detal docomented the
repressinn oo e post-Ehirkangi prodest-movement.

On Movember 4 the Amcavati police lathi charged wnd fived upon people wh weee
retirming after the rdly orgaised by Khsirlong Hatvakond Beot Swomitd was over and
killed ome wouth, apant Feoim injunng several others, Froom Movember 17 Solapur - Far
T U Widarbhu region —witnessed several davs of protest. clashies satb the pobce,
anek curfew, O Movember 29, when a peaceful march organised by estoblished Dalig
lepders wis o be held in Mumba, o besvy deployment of pehce prevented the
gathering from proceeding heyond the smming point. O the same day, news came
of thee desecnstion of a stotue of Ambedkar i Kaopor, aod already angry Dadin masaes
came oul onto the strects in protest. The protesis condinued and intensificd on
Movember 30 tirough much ol Mumba, Ulhasmozar, Thosse, Pume, Pimpn-Chanchwad,
Ulsmasnabsd, Latur, Buldhona, Awangabad, Nanded, Mashik, Talgaon, Dhale, and
Mandurber, At Moshik one person wis killed ducing the protest, At Usmanabad two
persoms were killed in pofice firing.

The mendent i avracted the most atenton ook place n Ulhaseagar, where
prodesiers stopped the well-Enown Mumbai-Pone train Deecan Ouees, made the
paszengers alight tand shepherded them o sale waiting points), and birnt several
bogies. W should be noted that there was no Joss of Tife, indved, the protesters mods
sore of s, The press asd the eleciromic media seized upon this meident o poray
the protests as “senscless vielence”, “meaningless destruction”, and “mob fury™,
Televi=icn annonncers reml lectures 1o the Dalits and bemaaned the absence of o
“reaponsible’” Dalit leadership, Everywhere they attempied do emphasise that the
prodests wiene o response 1o e desecrabon of the Ambedkar stamoe, and woderplay
ihe secthing snoer over the Khairlanji killings.



Demaeratic prodests, nol “lompen ey

But the prowests were ot merchy over the desecranon of the siatee {echile that no
domibst seoke] thear angerk; nor indeed only ebowt Khairlanji. Khairlanji kad beeome
For the musses of Dalits snother name foe the innemeésble outrages heaped on them,
for their miserable cconomic conditions (which have worsened sharply under
“alobalization”, which has robbed their jobs and therr snons), for the deception
amnd diversion employed by the parliamentary panies over the years 1o prevent the
meisses of Dalits from rising in seraggle, Kharlang was an occasion for them o
asser their miglhi W struggle, irmespective of the legal restrictions and illegal St
CIT

Thus the State could nol prevent the facts abour Kharlang commng o light. Nor,
despate 115 best elforts, could it ermorise the Dalit masses into silence, and prevent
their prodest. Those protests shook the politicil seene of Malureshica, ond forced
the rulers toonake vartous concessions and adjostments reganding the Khaikzig
case. However, the Staie and the establishment mass medin were able to exploit
exisling caste prejudices und conluse brond sections of the non-Dalits into thinking
of these protests as e mere misdeeds of lampen moks, Whereas o Fuct tey werne
denocniic protests. deserving the support of all democrtic sections. 10is partly m
order o clear such confusions, and endist the support of all such sections, thnl we
live brvmgelst out e Tollosing repori,

Tue Teast Mevners
sl Inedia Fer Qmding commmities compresing members from vaciows democeatic
ight= organisations toored MVidarbla to ook i the st violenee on people
ar farge, i the wake of prodests thut broke oot over the gory caste atrocity at
Rhuirfungi. The team visited different parts of Magpae iy, Bampies, Amravati and
Wavatinal, The weany alse vasited Khwirlang, where even owo mondhs after the mcident,
the wimosphers in the villige was sl palpabdy tense Fear sweas sl writ lorge on the
faces of the villagers with nobody willing o talk about the incidens, Muoch Tner, in
mid-December. & part of the team alse vissted Ulhasnagar, where police repression
broks: lovse after some bogies of two trains were scton fire during the protests over
the deseeration of an Ambedkar state in Kanpur.,

The members ol the team were : D Binayak Sei{Vice Prosident, PUCL, Chhattisgurh),
Maoushami Basu s Debashree Sarkor (PUDE. Delhin, Antony Szmy and Yogesh
bonmiale ( Lokshahi Hakk Songnihanz, Mombai ), Dee Aosl Teliombode and Advoecaie
Moniea Sakbron (CPDHE, Mumbaiy, Milind Bhovar ued Bahol Kamble (Runn
Pratisthan, dlumbaiy, Thomas Mathew (Saeajik Myay Somin, Delbi ), Anil §Jantiva
Slashin Minuddh Sangharsh Samati, Delhiy, Sunil (Sangharshrat Naujawaen Sangathan,
Dreliay, Dr, T Singh (Editor, Apeksha, Delhi, Pavamji Spagh {Dal Inieblecton] Forum
of Huergen Riglis, Dellu ), D Suresh Bhaimoe ( PUCL. Magpir), Shoms Sen0Cmnmiines:
aghinst Violence on Women, Magpur b, Advocaies 5, P Tekde and Anil Kale (Indian
Asstciation ol People’s Lawyers, Magpurd and Yeer Sathidar (Vidiohi Chalwal,
Marpur).
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The Background
Tue Kiareang Massacuwe
’]:‘-ll-e: gruesomie news of the brutal murder of four membess of a Talin Gomily o Khatrdang
village {Mohadi Taluka, Dzt Blondwra) shocked e nation, On the evening of 200
Seprember, four members of the Fomily of o dalit Farmer, Blaiyvyalal Bhotmange, — his wife
surckha fage 451 his dangher Privanka (07 Fand his two sons, Boshoe {215 and Sudhic {23)
— wer dragged oot ol their house by the coste Hindu villagers, then steipped, beaen and
puraded naked throwgh the sireers o e vilfage centre, According o newspaper reports,
e snns were ordiered fo have sex with their mother and sister, when they refused their
renitals were croshed and then they were hanered 10 death. Sorekho and Privanka were
then gang raped until fand even afier. according o some reporis) ey were dewd, The
barbanc mob viclence wel on over twa hoars of the end of which the dead bodies were
cattried in 2 bullock cort and thrown inte a canal some 4 kimaway fom the village, Blaiyyvalal
Bhotmunge wis wway inthe felds andiherelore eseaped meeting the same fate,

What was the Blistmange's crime?

Tt village of Khairlanji hos a popalation of ahoat 800 people, most of wilom belong e the
Kunbi and Kalar eastes, designated as OBC o Mabarashin, There ore a fow Adivasi
families and anky three dulit families, including the Bhotmanges. Blaiyyilal Bhotnange
mierved tothis village about T8 years apo oo soquined fve and o hall sores of land here. but
the upper cste dominanted panciayvar consistently refused toenter his name m the revenoe
recards, therehy preventing him from bailding o pecca house, O e two oceasions that
b drieed o boarbd 1, the construction was forcibly demolished amd be was thresiened wiils
dire consequences I e ever atlempled tr do so again. As a result. the Bhotmanges have
alwiys Tved anom thnched hua

I 2002, (e coste Hindus of the village found another resson 1o haress Bhotmange © e
upper ciste familics who owned land swrounding his fGelds wanted an approach rond
o his land. Bhoiyyalal™s wife's cousin, one Sididbarth Gajbive, o police patil of o
nearty village, intervened and bhelped Bhaiyvalal o negotiate in the mamer and aveid
further tension. The issue was resolved with Bhaiyvalal sacrificing hall an acne of his land
o itlloow i B0 Feet wide voacd i be built on i just o boy peace.

Ewven afler the grant of the passage, however, the sage of harmssmem did not end for the
Bhotminges, They were not allowed 1o drvw water from the irmgation conal doring doytime,
When an upper caste woman hit Surckha on the head with a sickle and she went o
compluin to the beat constable, he took no weton, The harassment wos not restricted to the
Bhommanges, but extended also o Siddhanh Gajhive, since be was seen as e protecior of
the family ond one who helped them in moments of crisis,

Although the root cuuse was land, caste equations plaved a crucial role in the development
of tenginn hetween the Bhotmanges and the coste Hindu Gumilies of Khaclanii The difference
between Bhotmanges and e ober 1wo dalil families of Khairdangi was thae the laer



abserved rraditional casie ierrchies and vallage norms bt e Bliotmanges, being
a migramd fumily. and having support from some one like Siddhath Gajhhive, refuscd
to do s, They efusad w live Bke supplicins of the upper costes o e village,
Bhotmunge's danghter. Privanka, wis a bright student and had sieod first in the
village in her Class X oexams and had o desine w0 join the ammy, She often had o
endurne lewd remurks of lumpen elements as she cycled to schood through the village.
o such oceasio, she complumed w ber upcle- Suldbath Gugbhive, who come
anid reprimanded the culprit but advised Bhoimanges agninst going o the police.
Sudhir Bhotmange was o gracdente aml was doing a compater course, Boshan was
unfortunately pacially viswally impatred and could nod continue his cducation. The
sl aninying pspect for the wpper castes wiss the sell-nelionee of thess e dalie
fumilies and the asserion of their dignity.

U September 3% Siddhanh Gujbive was utticked by o groop of people from Khaidanj:
wlhile b was vetwnng hoane on s motoreyele, Surekha and Pryanka were witoess
to this incident end brovely nomed the attackers o the police, hoping some aclion
ol Bee gaken agaost them, Bo mstead of wking soy action, the beat constable
Feaked the information o ihe very aiickers momed by tee women. Belween Sepleimbes
FEamd the dav of the massaere, Usere were inctdents where Gagbaye and his Gumily
members were thremiened and assaolied. Although, cach one of these cases gualified
o b vegistered wder the Arrocity Aot thes was not done, A case was finudly
registened reluting 1o one such incident againat some of the atackers, who were
strnmmwsed tocotrt on Seplember 29° Twelve of these pecused gol bail the very
s day and, emboldened by this, they becamie determined o teach Crajlive
besson, Armsed with sticks aod axes, these men went o search of Chagbive, but nol
finding him. they returned w their village and pounced on the Blotmanges,

It b5 suid that Burckha, anticipating an atcack by he villagers thar very day liad
ofurrened Ber reltves, whoo i e bad phesed up the police ol the Andhulgoon
Police Station, just & kilometres away. Even when the villagers actually artacked, she
phomed up Rapenshe Gagbbave, the brother of Baddbarth Gujbiye, who again sought
police help on his cell phone and rushed o Khaidanji. When Blaiyvalal, working in
Jnis Toedeks, bl thez cries For help from his Tomdly, be rushed buck to his house. He
witlehed the villagers atcick his Gamily Troon belind & bush for some e and cin Tor
fuis nde to Saddbarth Gopbhive, Like Bhaivyalul, Rujendrn Gajbiyve also sow the siiack
from i distance and reiirned 1o bis osen vilkge o ger lelp. Soom after, the Cragbiyes
reporied the matier w the Andhalguon Police Sugion over the phone. However, even
though the police station is coly 15 kilometnes away Teom BEbarclangs, the police
reached the villuge only ol night, several hours after the incident ook place. Thowgh
the four Bhodmanges were missing, it was only Bhaiyvalal and e Gagbaves whoe
wenl around looking for them. The next moming, the FIR was registered. Afer some
tirne, Privanka's body was Jocated sear the canal and taken o Mohadi Tospital,
where Bhoiyalal identified her The bodies of Surckha, Roshan and Sucdhir were
vecoverad the nest day, The post-mortem was perfonmed by o jenor doctor without
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[attowing procodire, The bodies werne hunded over o Bhotmange, who boried them
sody Lherenfler.

Collusion between the police and the attackers

Several gaps have been lefi by the police that will humper proper investigation by
destroying crucial evidence so a5 10 weaken the case against the accused, The
medical officer who condiecied the post monem appears 1o he equally haed in glove
with e perpetrators © the mandotory procedure of wking o vaginal swob of women
victims of rape wis sl followed in this case, os o resuli of which it will be difficili 1o
prove charges of rupe. Mo videographic record has been maimiained. 10 s most
shocking that while the phalographs of Proyanka’s body show that not an inch of
her by 15 without marks of physical womure, they are oot rellected in the post
maortem report | Several isdependent Twet finding weams have alleped that e local
AT B and MLA, both from the BIF, pressurized the local pehce and heath officials
from tuking any significant action against the perpetrators. Khaifangi has always
been Known 1o vole Tor the BIP wnd none of the local DUP leuders cored 1o visit
Bhaiyyalul or Gajlive after the incident. nol did they intervene a any point 1o seile
the confliet ol any Ume belfore the massacre.

Chn Oletober 2, some Magpur newsapapers caried the news, making it oot to be o coise
of murder following an extr marial relaionship between Surekba and Sddfactl
Giajhiye, Tucked oway a5 a brief news item, the incident wis reporied us being
nothing meee than an incidint of moral policing by the community invalving an illici
relationship, Tormishing the reputation of women viclims is an age old psvchological
welpon used by reactionary forces to justily their beinows erimes, and sections of
the media propagated this Kind of mmear irmesponsibly 1o detroct from the brutality
ol the crime.

A time passed, the versions changed. 1t was nearly aroumd 1he end of Ocober, a
meith ufter the incident, that reference was made to a caste massacre. The real Teets
in alf their hrwtaliny only came o light when some social orgamzanons inviestigatel
the ncident. revealing the active complicily of the state administeation in the massaere
und its cover up. The police were just minutes away from Khairlanji and had they
iwled promptly, the incident would have been averted. However, they did not pay
any heed. The police continsed 1o act coseally even afier the incident; in tuking
e the complaint, registering ke bodies inthe inquest as “unidentified unelaimed’
despite heir due identiflication by Bhaiyalal, petting the luckoadaisical post moriem
done and disposing the bodies, releasing distorted information o e Press, and so
i, Obvioaesly. they were acting at the bebest of local political higwigs apart from
wsual bribes, Khairlanji conld well bave remained as o routine crime bugiod i se files
of an obscure police station had &t not been for the mass protests tha broke out
throughout Yidarbha once the real focts of the massacre and the conseguent

complicity of the police and the state in hoshing it op come o ligh,



What does the'EchE;du_]Ed Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Prevention of Atrocities Actl, 1989 have to say

Tlee pracice of pibeseclabdliey was forunelly aboliched i India by Article
7 when the Constinntfon came info force i POE0 The Protectlpn of Chell
fiphts Act waox passed fn 1935 moking certain aors of discrintnarion
against members of the Schedwled Castes prnivhalde offevces, In 1939,
the Govermment of fmdin found it necessary to pass the the Scheduled
Castes ond Scheduled Tribes Preveniion of Alrocities Aot wiich delineares
specific crimed agains e SO and 5T as “atvocities” since these inclide
the systemic violence still faced by dality expecially in rirol nreas, This
Act iy a facll ocbrowledgorear by the government thal casie relarions are
defined by viplence, both incidentol and sysiemic,

Drefimition of Atrocities in Seciion 3 of the Act iochades @ IWHD Forcibly
remioving clothes fromm the person of a member of Scheduled  Coste ..o
parading him naked or any similor act derogatory to homan digaity, 1wl
instituting false, malicious or vexatious suit or criminal or other legal
procecdings against o member of the Scheduled Cose Hx) inentionally
insulis or infimidates with intent o humiliste a member of the Scheduled
Cu=te in any place within pablic view 1(xii} being in g position (o dominaie
the will of & woman belonging to n Scheduled Caste. .. and uses thut position
b explont her sexually toowhich she would oot have otherwize agreed. T{xv)
forcing or causing p member of a Schedoled Coste to leave his house, village
or other places of residence, 20vi) knowingly or baving reason 1o believe
that an offence lins been commited under this Chapter, conses any evidence
of the commizssion of thot offence w disappear with the inention of screening
the pffender from legal punishiment. 2{vii} heing a public servant, commils
any offence under this scction, shall be punishable. ..

Presumption as to OFencess (b} il proved that the offence commiticd was
o sequel o any existing dispute regarding land or any other matter, it shall
be presumed that the offence was comimitied in furtherance of the commaon
interntion of in prosecition of the common ohject.

Adilvoresle thedls Act b powerfad and precize wedponi on paper, i prociice
it hax guffered from a near-compleie fuilfure i implemeniation = spper
paste pelicemen are reluctant fo file cases against fellow caste-memiers
fecanee of the severity of the penalties imposed by the Act orosrofferces
are mon=batlaide and e mlnfmimy punisfunent s five vears) and fhe rare
of eovtvietion b alvesmal, These hwo Aoty Fave proved o be no e s
paper figers and go, fnoary giver yeay, te number of dalits artacked in
veite congTicts ix greater thal the nrumiber of people altacked in compninol
confiicis,
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TEAM INVESTIGATIONS

TH.' suppression of news of the caste massacre by the staie adminisiraion wis
an atrocity i asell on the Dalits, and this was compouisded by the unwarrunied
prlice repression unleashed on those who ciome out onto the streets 1o proiest this
hrutal massacre and the complicity of the state administration i i The faot finding
Leam’s muin task was 10 investigate the natene of the protests and the repressinn
pnleasted on them, An area wise repon of the teanm is printed helow,

fndore fhopadpaiti, Nerth Nagpur

[ndera is ww ofd serclement loculed in the northern part of Nagpue. Kaown alse o the
New Repoblican Magar. the Indora Thopadpani was one of the many arens in nosly
Mugpur, where the sesidents cime ool openly to protest againse the administralion’s
delayed and inetfective hondling of the Khairlanji Massacre investipntions. A call
Tor a prodest dharna swas given for the 6 through o parcha that did s contaim the
names of any politicul party or organizions. The administeation labelled this o
Maxalite paredo an gronnds e 0 wies wiitlen in Hindi and non Maratha, s s )
had wo details of the printerforganisers on it Acconling w oflicials, a laree number
of Maxal getivists had infilieated into the ranks of ordinary people with the intention
o anstiganng violence against the State (Mol Bk K Sobt, Lokmin Semachar
Magpur 13 November, 2006}, The Maxalite ungle was reiterated by the home Minister
. B, Panl in his official responses 1o the press.

fev e ays that followed. Indora Jhopadapart becime ane of the focal points of
tension, as the police clamped down on protestors rom the ance, with the osiensible
aimol keeping pesee, The aren was irnsformed into @ mang cantonment with unoseally
high police presence and pickets around it The team met up with residents s the
Bkl Wil located within the e

The Anoovmasis Marcha
The team met Chitrasen Chandekas, a local Bhim Sena setivist, author of 1lie
annnyons porcho that appeared over pars of north and south Nagpor, calling on
people 1o join the protest against the Kivorlangi killings on the 6% of Movember o
Indora Chowk, The purchu sddressed Lo the citizens of Nagpur in Hindi, did not
mnlion thu MAmes ﬂl' .m].- puiulcat soctil organisations — this was itentionally
i ) i 1 T) | done seas o Keep (e protest as brosd-based
_' s pussible, T swid,

Those wha spoke (o the Fact-Finding Team
| explained thar the decision W orgunise a
lirger public front on Khairlanji was
unanimously supporied by verious
organisalions working in the arca. Police
permission was specifically sought and
grimled for holding o dav-long {10,000, m o
Spen | peace ful s protest ot Indosa Cliowk
o e 6% ol Movember.




6% Novemiber Profest

Approsimatcly 3000 people had sssembled at Indorn Chowk, demanding o CEI
enguicy and besal action agnzt those geily of (e marder and rpe of members of
the Bhimmange family. The people admitied tht tyres had been set afire on the rowd
by the angry b, bot vathe whole they qualified their protest as largely peaceful
andd cutting across party lines.

Arovined 230 in the afiernoon approsimately tvo and holl bours before the protest
was schedulbed woend, o ahercation stared between the police and the protestors.
NCP Amiresh Komar asked the orgunisers o hand over the prepared memosandom
L i, bul they relused, since police personpsel cannot aceept this kind of a
memorandim, Arsuments followed, resulting i a physical seulfle between police
wied a1 section of the protestors, with the police resoring W lathi-charge. The police
alsgy fired feuroas shells.

Followimg tha, the police rounded wp 32 youth Teom Indors bast and detained them
al Iharipatka Police Stwtion and Pechpool polae staton o Morth Magpur, The weam
izl o of those detaned feom Indoea - Dinesh Undersahare. In his testimony
Dinesh recorded how he was physically wssoulied by DO Aditesh Ko, badly
bizaten wp and msde ro cos dowis at his feet asking for forgiveness, Dinesh has been
charped wider sections 143, 147, 148, 149, 500, 427 and 425 of the CrPC,

The weam also met wpowith the mother of one of those detained. Bhagambhio Meshrm,
resident of Indor Jeopsdpuiin, cecilled o slie was made oo s between Jharipatka
P&, and Pachpaoli B-5 for news of her son, when he did not return home at night. She
alao recalied Tow the women of the Jhopedpani band effectively stopped the police
Fom gong onoa rampage by hlocking their entry into the busti

The alleged Masalite lenders

The bezwm wlso met Sangay Pholzele and Al Borkar, two residents of Morh Magpur,
whi had been detained by the police on the 3% of November, On the sme day, o
Letter rebeased by the oonh Gadeliroli-Gondia Divisional Commiltee of the CPLIML)
to o local newspaper, asking Dalits to join its armed struggle, wis published, The
spme day an gy mob amscked the bowse of the Congress MLEA Mido BEaut, who
wias il the fime away in Switeerland, The wrrests of the thinee “Mexalites" from Magpur
city fotlowed soomnafer,

Sunjay Phulzele, aomember of the non-reaching staffofa Morth Nagpor college, who
is an activist of the Maharashiry Nevnioman Sen, was pcked op by the police on
the & amd detained for g total of fowr days 2 days in police custody and 2 days in
jaily hefore being released on the 11 of Movember, Sanjay s past imvolvement in the
student movemient syangatherie 1o Masist ideology was raked op o justify detention.
The fact that e o left student union work in 199495 and 15 now working with Bag
Thakeroy's Maharshir Naviirman Sena was ignoved.
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Aol Boskar, whio oz o resdeot of Indura Thopda, has o minor house consiruction
business, and is an activist of the People’s Democratic Front of [odia (PDEL, On 85
eventng, be was sedidenly asked 1o resch Soadar police station by some policeinen,
who cwme W his house! Apparently be was wanted for guestioning. Al swent o the
police stanon on s scooter and was todd that be wos being detained for his so-
cilled involvement in the post Khairlanji agititions, He was woable i even mlorm
ks e o wias alomee st bosse wath o Tive veor old davghier. In fact, on 6" November,
when the agitations stared in his rezidential erea, Anil weas wswware of e and il
spent the whode day ol e evening ot the mecting of the Koashipur Sofidarity
Commiltee at Wardha Road, ot South MNagpur, Anil alzo had o past estory ol
srveslveanent mesimibar student polines, which became o reasonable ground” for the
police to Jabel him ns a Maxalie.

T third persoa o be arrested along with Sanjay and Anil, though nor a resident of
Morth Magpur, was Ashu Saxena, an activia! who works mdependently, She had
bezen active with the shom dwellers of another purt of North Magpur who had been
charged with the Killing of a notosious goon, Akku Yaday, Saxems was lghting for
Justice for thiz sburm womien whe hod been arrested after the incident. The police ave
crented a story, along with o very cooperative media, that Maxalines have a growing
influence on Dalits and this hos led to the incresse in the reson woretaliatony violence
im the latter. Thougl both the Akku Yaday Killing gl tee vaodence on the streeis
afer Bhaidang were spontimenus, e police made iLan exouse (o incresse repressinn
on the people. Asho was detained along with Sangay and Aol aod relessed along
witly them,

10 Movember — Nugpor Bandh & Long March to Khairlanji

A complete Bamdh was reported in Magpur on the 10" of November. Shops and
mearket places were idally closed, There was beavy police presence. In South Magpur,
he podice are alleged to have fired 354 rounds of tear gos o disperse the mobs,

M call Bad been grven by e Kbaivfanii Doliv Horyeband Sargarsh Samid Tor a
Long March from D Ambedkars Sratioe al
Magpor's Beserve Bank Chowk o Khairlang
o ihe 120 of November, The idea wis 108

halts at varioos iowns on the way. The Long
Mareh waz being led by vanous aclivisis
including D, Milind Mane, a well-known b
pacdiairician of Morth Magpur of the 8l
Hehujon Mahasang. Dr. Mane is also an
aetve woaker om health pssoes ke sickle cell
diseuse, which iz somewhat common amaong
Dxadis in Magpur,
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The team met and spoke w D Milind Mane, o of the mainorgamsers of the Long
March. De Muse was picked wp by the Iocal podice after e reieaned the decision o
o ahend with the proposed manch ot a press conference despire e administrution’s
denial of permiszion, He was detained along with Al Magrane ootside the Tilak
Patrakar Bhawan by the Tmamwada Police and sent i qudicial costody, According o
newspraper reports, af least 214 persons were detained on the eve of the long march
ag o preventive measiee R e, Movembser 130, On e doy of the March. afl
ronres o thie cany, aend io BB Square in particular, were sealed. Vehicles were searched
andl, secording 1o Fmon Commmissivaer of Police 5, 8, Sayed, obout 149 persons (96
men and 33 womenp weee detaived an differem places by the police personnel. In
adliviog 1o existing manpower a0 e Nappor Police Commmissienesute, four SRPF
compenies, 350 Home Guards, 1080 pofice recruits Trom Jadsa, 10 women cecrits
Troom Magpae and vwo officers of e ok of Superinterdent were deployed, In spite
of the praventive wrasis, oaumber of people meloding o lurge number of woemen
assembled sl the Ambedkar Somue wear Beserve Bank, stacied tee Long March and
ol arrested,

Seuth Nagpur
Snuth Magpur has some predominantdy Dalin bascs, iraditionally stongholds of
the Kepublicon Party of India (RPB. The protest bandd in bols these areas was
brutully crushed by the police as elsewhere, Unlike Indors Thoppadpan whers the
wonmen had stopped the police from entering the ared, in botly these places the police
wrtaked havoo and terror through unprovoked Tatbiclarge sl wse of weargas shells
on the residents. The tenm visited both these areas and come acnes several cases of
persons sulfering muliiple injuries as a resall of the balucharge that wok place on
the &' Baju Lokhande, the current. Municipal Corporaton, working for 887 Sabegan
Aalarangh, and a well knoswn Dralic activiso of the ares, was sevenely thrashed by
the police in front of the peaple, The twam visited Mr, Lokhamde ot his residence
where e desciahad he events of 6° Moyvamber,

Mazpur Bandb
Aceording o Ragu Lokbasde, the bandlo e prodestagonst the killings wos largely
peacelul, O thar very morming he had
personally swveved the suuation m the Dal
astis of the Rambag-Imambads area, on s
modorhike. He Bder wook ot the pany jeep
ind wenl arowd, sonciog ot the pridests
were largely pesceful, Thowever, al some poinl,
b wis informed it the police belonging w
e Tmmmbada BE, bal oreested some boys at
Burdyamath and Medicol College Sgquan:, On
repching the =ne, he was successiul in muking
e people desist Trom stone pelting which
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7 could have resubied inoa clush between
| the commando police force and the
peuple, and he persosded them e s
dlown oa the road instewd, He was asked
| by DCP Thorat and oileer police officers
vor bl e pecgple o retom fooaher basts,
U B asked for one hour o convinee e
PPy, 1o lo return, because everyone was

[ LR |can th march in soilikariny sl ey press
their  profest. Ino the  argument  with  the  police. Rgo sad,
“Fehoh, aap W ke Je jooe . However ws soonas he uttered these words, the
puolice cought him by the collar and Forced him inio the jeep. An unprovoked lathi
charge ensped. THEF Prabhat Kaiser poled Bajw oan of e prepoand staed beating
B im oy andusimis iwamner. He was thes diesened e Toombada PS where be was
again subjected foosevers begting, Boju in fact showed the team phoiographs of
himsell and the black and Blee broises on his back and amms that had resalied from
the severe kashing be received by Thre gloss cones wsed by the poliee. He was kept
i gl For & diys and later relegsed on bail,

“Long March Chowk™

Thes 15 an ares predomimantly hovsing  pooner Dalits and  tkes itz nome from the
Risworical Long March to Maorathwada during the Marmveefae agianon, for renaming
of the Marathwada University after De B, B, Ambedkac A blue column with the
Panchsheel wheel, in memory of those swho lost their Bives sthe agianon, stads at
the eniramse of the bastn, Even though the team visited the bosti neary twenty days
after the actual incident, there were sevel people with bandaged legs, bromsed
shoulders, and Tractured arms — estimony enough of the havoo coused by the
police in the nemmos by lancs of the basi.

Extreme croelly

Tl weay i owhich the police sction took pluce shows extremes coueliy, AL st teor
gas was discharged all over, sulfocating and confusing the people. Then the police
rikshed it the lovses, even e the parrowest of golis and inio the most romshockle
of hutz and thrashed whoever they could Tay thein band oo, & seoman, Mamda
Mdesheam {oge 350 necourtied bow she wos beaten by three male police personnel till
she finally el unconscious., She showed us the brise marks on bee tighs and back
thast sl snll ood Beaded Froe the beatiog that she recerved oo e 6" The beam also
meet Pavan Ingive, ¢ len year ofd boy, who was playing owtzide Tis hoape when
prexdace o bar B satbe s bagon, Tractoring bos baod, The government hospital pupers
while stating that the hand was  ‘broken by Ferld™ omits any eference o 1he
circwmstanses or o the feodhy wielders, Two women who bought and sold wiste-
paper asked cynically what was going 1o happen i fhein injured boys,

The team also met women who reporied that the Police wsed extremely proveeative
mgpoage, Mo one was spared, nod even thoss breast feeding iheir babics, Women
were pulled out of bathrooms and threatened by the comiandos and other policemen

|

o



teat o they didn’Lsubmit, then “medasa B Khoirlanii kar dengev. The majority of

the people attacked insale saod outside their homes in Long March Chowk basti had
il evem participated in the demonsteatoons that had 1aken place on the main Chowk,
Enraged victims interviewed by the team members repeatedly asked questions like,
I+ this democracy? "By whose orders did such ottacks take place? “Whose
government is this?" Where is the constitution that De. Ambedkar gave us? ete, In
elfect. Dalits residing in Dalit bastis were specilically targeted by the police 1o
demarilise anc prevent them from wsserting their voice agains B Khuirlanji massacre.

Amravati

Ter the vally of wianen's orginizitions a0 Blandao on 1% Movember, o few

woltan dclivists along witl some Dalin activisiz and intellectoals of Amavan
came wopether oo ferm thie Rairiandi Huvedcond Vil Ked Sooein, These activisis
icd nant belomg 1o any political party bat felt thn they ought o express theis [ricalest
against such a gruesome atrocity as Khaidanji. They invited various Micro credit
groups (aciad Gaiy of the Bastis o paticipate, A meeting o plan this rally was
bheld on 5 November, The Convenors of the Action Commines wene Prof. Swtishwur
Mo, Mishi Shende, a lecturer and serivist of The women's movement, awd Manls
Tuywude, asocil acivst, Shr Sonule of Sumats Sainik Dal (5500 was also sctive in
this endeavour. The S50 had alvesdy browght out o Facl-Finding gt o e
incident. The orgautizers had many meetings with the police asnthorties including the
Police Commissioner Tor obtaining permmssaon (or the rally. The Conmissinner
indicated that the rally would drow thousands of panticipants which the orgunizers
winled nol be able to handle. The organizers 1old the police that handling the publis
and maintaining law aml order wos the work of the palice depatment and that they
bl every intention to conduct o peieceful protest, After o lot of discussion, permission
for the rally was eventually given on 13" November.,

o 137 November, the Repubhican Party of Indio ¢ RPD OGaval Groopr ook oot mlly
i which, according to observers, ahowt o thowsaml people participated. However,
o the FA%, when the Keeti Smniid began their rally, people stoed pouring in
endlessly. Svme joumnalists whe spoke to the team said that about 20,000 must have
come. One of the organizens said that the rafly was abowt 3 Kms long. thal peaple
were coming even alfter the moncha bad ended,

Tl pravgese vally

The rally started ot around 1 posn, amd reached the District Collectorie within sin
i, Somne of the leading activists handed over a msemanmdum to the Collector, as
others stood by ouwlside showting slogons, When the organizers came back, Misha
Shende addressed the gathering and announced that the protest rally had becn
voncluded. She thanked the pamicipants and asked everybody 10 go home. 11 was
afier s, when people were on their way home, 1that something happened and
people began pelting stones af the povernment building nearhy. Soon terealler the
prodice begin 1o lnthi-charge. The policemen clased men, women snd children with
batons, beating them mercilessly, People rushed into small alleyways o suve
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themselves. Waomen mished into the compouwnd of ithe Treasury Cifice in a by-lane 1o
ke sheher, Falsely allegimg thar the women were mtending w lool the Treasury (2
ricliculous claim mode by the Police to the feam, the police hrually best women and
children, Thos eoraged the crowd of youth whie bl been watchimg the attack and
they ser fire to o couple of two-wheelers parked near the Treasury office. A wailcr-
Famber okl oo thie i s wivs also seton Dine, The Police burst soame roomls of
tearmns shells (which incidentally were all ecxpired ones that can canse injury o the
health of thee people), The people wold the wm that sume policemen themeselves
indulged in stone peliing ar the people.

Dt in palice firing
o "'"‘_!-i- o Suddenly, ACP Rabane gave the onler 10 Are
i 1.Ld' %‘ anc 26 rounds were lired. Four people were
e vty injured and one of them, Dsesh
Wonkhede, succumbed 10 his injuries. Two of
the pihers aie feenage boys whose veins i the
cankles hoave Beoen so badly damaged that 1 s
T ol whetlses ey will bee absle voowalk agam,
Thae Tourth s whout 16 yewrs old and three bullzis
" bae i on e wpper parn of the back, Bug el e
deep. Dinesh wis hit stroighi in the besd and the
Pudlet swas fodged i Ins B, He was pocked up by s amms and Bees, warh bos
bleeding hewd whnost towching the ground und drugeed to hospital by the police. He
wias admitted oo the WG Medical Hoapiml o Magpus, solere B remamed inoa coma for
B iy T b i, Moy of U others injured by e luhi-chirge were sill recupeniding
al the Civil Hospital ot Amravati when the team visied there swhile maiy Biad Been

ireited wnd discharged, There wos Lirge-scale beating and arrestz of activisis,

The Firing

The exact moment of the fiving was 2002 poy, The spot where the feang ook place was
i Lront of the Disirict Collectorate where, in et no major incidenis of violence had
faken place, The sporadic Buming of two-wheelers e, ook place i by-lanes Tar
.

At ficst the CF did mot even concede o jourmalisis that o police finng hoad taken
p|'I|_"|.' A excuse Tor the fring swis then conked wpoonthe vase thar the mok way
woing o loed e Trewsory, However, e Dastrict Treasury O0ficer, K.Y, Yewale,
whom we mer, cleary said tha the women had entered the Treasury premises 1o iake
sleelver wd respite Trom e podice lnihi-chorge, The Treasury officers have, however,
Mibed areport with the police about velicles heing borsl ear the premases,

Advocates PE. Khadse aind Siddbarth Gaikwad, who helped save Dinesh and some
others, feel that the linng was iotally unjustified since the firing occurred when the
rlly was over and people had dispecsed, Many Teel thae dee rally could bave been
lmdled betier by the police. For instance, insiead of firing, o water-canon cowld
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have baen used. When askesd about this, the Commissioner of Police said tlat 1he
Amravati police do not bave a waler-canon amd 010 cannd be belped thal smaller
places da ot have these facilities.

The Injureel
The Fact-Finding Team visited ihe
Civil Hospital at Amravann (lrwin
Hluspitad b andd spoke tooall the injurcd
there. The tean met Nislukanr Hame,
aged sabowt 10, wmd bos mother, Three
bullets had grased his upper back. He
works it botel and =aid that he did
not know what the rally was for and
that v b pust gone thers 1w hove o
Inok. The other dwo with bullet injumes
are stodents, One ol them, o wll well
- bailt youth, is in Class X1 The vems
and arteries e their shing and ankles wre shatered amd ome cannot soy 0 they will be
able 1w walk again, Therne were many with fraciured limbs due o the severe Jali-
churge. including & 70 year ofd man swho was b while be was irving w prevent the
peslice from bealing women.

In the womnens ward we spoke 1o Gumpha Vithal Bhulerao and her 10 vear old
grindson, both with fraciures, Gumpha was o home and lod reached neer the
TH Hospital, According to her, the police were chasing people in jeeps and they pot
down from the vehicke and staned beatmg Ber as well, She was beoten wl] over her
Pk, brenocks, both legs Cwhich show injuries) and wms (one of which is Tractiwel )
Ll she Fell unconscious. Both male asd female poliee personmiel beot ber ope She oy
i s ste Tor about two hours 0 her hushand came and moved her 1o hospinal,
From ber account it seems that the pohee wene brotally beating people. not simply io
connrul the ok, but more 0 tuke vengeance on the protesters.

Cumpha's prandson, Subhash Santosh Mukeshwar, is 10 vears old and snonles in
Sed W He says s e had gust come adoage 1osee what was happening when suddenly
apolicemam cavght ki by one hond wed hic him with “an iron sod™ wsd be G2l down
o1 freap of dricd grass. Hes Daosd s BroXen aod be by there 011 his Triends ciome
ainel ok B 1o hospital,

Sarla Deshbrstar is hospitulized with o severe back injury. The police beat her so
badiy that she could not even sit up when the e mel her and probably hns a
shippred dise, Saclu works inoa privaie hospital as anatendang and s the sole
breadwinner of her Guwnily, her husband being an wlooholic. She has two doughters,
Use older one being & college student. She i< waably tommatized about her Tuture and
e Tuture of her Gomly, The weang also met Baobei Tukoromji Wargante who is 70
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vears old and is in hospital with injurics all over caused by police beating and the
stamipode.

T the Civil Hospital, all the victims” statements had been recorded by the police and
they hiod received o compensation of K, 5000 each, which is o paliry swim for thoss
wlinse Tuture is Bleak.

Acrrests, Dedention aad State Terror

Whiale some participass werg picked up from ihe spot iself, many arnests continued
for days on end. In fact, the police announced thit 12,000 unknown persons had
been named as accused o the viedent medents, which made i possible foranvbody
i b arpested b candom, Many others wene o hiding and could nod carry on with
their day 1o duy werivities. NMunda Toywede 1old the wam tha large sembers of
women hud participated o he eally, Coothan day iself, 24 women who hid not yet
reached the rally bl were nearing it were arrested by the police. Loter, the diy alter
the rally und the firing Manda hersell wis smested shen she was on hee way along
with idher leding activists oo meet the Home Minkster, At first, they had gone to
Irwin Hospital 1o see the injured botsinee B Patil wis commng, they were bl i go
gy, They thooghn that they should go o mect the Miniser oo, On their way they
were stopped by a journalist who started interviewing them for Star Mews, As they
were speaking, they were encircled by the police arl soon dmested. Pool Samishwar
felaare arnd oehers were also arrested along with Nanda, They were produced i coor
the same cvening and taken o juil. A giel stedent of Cless XL whao was arested with
them, was crying ncopsolatly, mdicating st most of the somen arrested were
peither netvists sor imisereanis. Some of the women Irom the group of 24 {who had
not even reached the rallyy were vel tobe released on Baal sl Ve e neel Rainda,
They were in gisil froan 15 10 23 Movember. Tnall, 52 people were arnested, Hof
whoin were released since they were juveniles.

Pelost of those arestied have been charged under Sections 307 faliempt (o murder),
L&, 1A% fricting with deadly weapon) ete. of the IPC, The activistsnd cmzens who
ezt the leam guestioned the iaposition of Sec 307 poisting out that no pelicemen
were seriously injured. Tn fazt, some alleged that policemen who hd Gy wounads,
like o mere sersich on o finger, had been hospitalived w0 oo e Dopeession nf
bwving sustuined poevous o, On the other band, even though hundreds of ordinary
people had heen gricvously hur in the lothi-charge, and the police bad been seen on
TV news channels pelting stones ot people, o charges were pressed against the
pulice,

For many duys wlier the rally, fresh arnests ok place. A school teacher of the
Mavodays Vidyalayi, Bhaeieo Sarkate, was arrested because he had in his possession
some posters and literature which was “inflummatory™ sceording fo police. The
poster found on him was e Uil bas been op on ihe swalls in Nogpor, Kalyan and
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many otler places on the Khuwrlanji issue, while the
literatiure was nothing bt the Fao-Fonding report of
the 5500 vm Khatrlanji. Sackate. o middle aged man.
wias s shocked than he suffered o stroke. Inoan act
sascking of callousness and inscnsitivity, his lener
of suspension from his jobowas hapded o hiom on iz
hospital bed! hhers have been arrested ander
provisions for preventive detention, In spile of this
terron umleshed on common people, when the body
of Dinesh Wankhede, whe died in the police lirng was brought home, about 700
prepbe wrned wp for his funeral

The Commissiomer of Police justifies

The CF of Amravati, Jagan Nath, relused 1o comment on the {irng saying the maner
wibs sih juiice sinee o magisterial inguicy was institared 0w mater, Hie felt g
charging the huge number of people under Sec 307 was justificd because the people
faed wp-tummied one of the police vehicles and ser it on fre, This could hove killed o
number of policemen, be pointed oo, Begarding the wrest of (he school weacher, he
feduin e justilied since he was going from howse o bouse @lling people 10 rise op
aguinst injustice. | How was ths conclusion armved at? Were the Policemen following
bsn? Amed, 15 seeking sofidurity agninst an injustiee aering7) Tle O swid tat be was
silisfiod with the way the police Dind hindled the sitwition; he claimed that the
vidence would have been much worse had there been any leniency on their part.

The CP conlided in s that if the police had ned handled the sitution, communal
riots could Inve broken oul as 50 Shiv Seno gctivists were ready o respomd, On
asking how the police knew of it and what action fud been taken 1o prevent this. the
CP i not bave an aswer Incidentally, nol one person that the team members
spuke doeven remodely suspecied such reouldle,

T meecliz

The team met M Bilip Edmbar, editor and publisher of & local daily, Dodadk MWeardar,
He belongs fo the OBC community and is staunchly secular, He severely criticized
the mainstresm medin for mistepresenting the rews ghout Khairkanji and blacking
ol much of the stale repression ualeashed on the subsequent prolests.

Response of intellectwals

Cioing e the reasons why the mossacre at Khaidami ook place, and why Dalits
spontancowsly came out oo the streets insuch lorge numbers, Mr. Edaikar f2le that
cerlamn sections of socuety resent the upwardly mobile trend anmsong Dalos amd other
backward castes, Most of the otliers the wam met felt that i was definitely due to
growimg cisteism. Misho Shende said that it was an anempt 1o crosl o section of the
pessple an whom sociely isso much dependent. Mr. Prabhakar Gambhie said that this
wins i provess of the Dalit revalt, which Jad Begun an the 05 wirh e Dalit Panthers
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who had eveniually been co-opied by the powers that be. Most people eli thar the
rivsses ive beconmie disillusioned with the esabdisbed Dadn leadeeship and his
ralby suw the Sedelieiieevs (intellectuals) ond Shrangeerd (workers) come togedber
wilhel the waual beders, The Dol rsses werecomng loewand 1o occupy neganve
space. said bMr. Gambhir,

Stete Violence in Kamthee

e aribution in Magpur sgeinst the Bhairlangi kiflings spreod w nearby Kamifee,

Kamithee or Kampiee as s spelrinobe British way iz abour 25 kms from Magpur.
There 15 wlse am wrny canionment of Kamthee bot the meidents we describe ook
e an the old ownship where oomised popalation of Hindes, Muaslims and Dalis
restdes, In e siabe repression thal Foflowesd after the writtions m Bamilaee, many
preople were affected. From boys aged 1o elderly men aged 0, people weie beaten
up by Ui polive icnespective of whether they wene involved in e prodests or ook,
Police entered howses randomly, shooting, " Where ot Jad Blilvoweday — vonne
oot They broke open doors and miercilessly beot up people, The police turgeted
[rabin localinies ke Ramggadly, Jabhim Chowk, Rama Nagas, Khalasi Line, Chbaoni,
Mava Godam. Kumbhare Colony, Hardis Moo, Ciaotam Magor, Soailabnagar, etc,

Besidenis reporied that vpper caste prople sceompumed the polise dunng these
ratds. There were stiemps made wocreate commomsl contlict even between Dalis
und Muslims but (his was resisted. The height of police brutadity can be seen i how
Uy el with Vishakho Bharseme of Moy Crodum ond Siddbartbo Gogbhive of Rams
Magwr. Vishakha Bhaisane iz o female police constablie workiog in e department
since 18 vears, presendy posted ol Mogpur, Ono6® Movember, Vishokba was working
i her edfice w730 o Bhe reached bome o Bamihee ot U pon When she was on
hier wny 1o buy masdicines that night, she miangled with the croosds on the streets who
were prodesting the Bhaidangt mesdents and beewme o victim of both mob viclence
wnad podice violence, Though she kept shouting out lewd that she was i the poelice
depurimient, AP Thoesore kepl on beating her, Her ond weas froctored doe o s
severe beating, She was drugeed by the police t the police stution. and in spite of
bt iguries shie wias oo Saken toospatal, A aboot 130060 m, i might. she says th
shee was tuken on the polive motercyele and admited i Choodiary bospital m
Ramthee. Many cases under different sections of the [PC have been folsied on
Wil Toovop i all, whilie Iving omber bospial bed, shi wos served soth o lener
dirmissing her from service for “leading™ the moscha! She i the sole hreadwinper of
ser family,

Siddharth Gapbhive, o handicapped person
crippled inone leg, lives in Bama Magararea, On
T Movember, pulicemen forced their way inte
Giajbhiye’s house and bear him wp badly.
Ulnfortunmieby, at ws thie some day that Gujibiye
and his Family were all sel 1w owelcome 2
prospective groom for his elder daoghier. The
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police did ot spare his wilfe and bos two dosghters either,

The team met one Kavsar, who runs a bakery aml o POO booh near the police
statiom. Acconling o Kawsar, on & night, a crowd of non-Dalil people, with sticks
and bamboos in their bands, bad pathered, showting =logans like "Haor Hor
Muodrdlea™ “Sai Bhavad, Jai Shivaii” It was repored that an amempt wos made o
instigae peopde of the Mushirm community wlso by others who shouted “Afah Ho
Abbar™ o bait in front of the Muoslim hast, Bul Muslim people refroined fulling into
this Lisjr

Those wihiom the team interviewed also said thal while peaple wene beming rmndomly
detained, the caste and wione of each person was asked and then they were par in the
tock up or formodly arrested. Those who sad that they were Mohors-or Buddhists
were arvesied while others were releasad.

Irthe officanl reports given by Dy 5P Yaday o the press, i is mentioned thi 106 men
and 6 women were anested, wolalhing o 170 persons. They have been charged with
severil sections of the [PC like fioting, assauling o public servant w deter him from
doing his duty, comnitling amson, destroving public propenty, cle. apam from he
serious offence of mitempe o muedee. Among those worested, 8 people hove been
charged with sedition under Section 244 ol the [PC.

Yarvartonirl
s the prodests against the Khairlanji massacre stared spreading, the adjacent
listrict of Yavatmal also witnessed its share of protests. Here 100 the heavy
handedness of the police and retaliation of shopkeepers amonst the Dalit protestons
followed the same pattem as elsewhere,

Protest Rally and repression

Scveral persons pettioned the pulice lor permission o hold a protest cally b
permission wis denied by ihe police sipder e pretesy of observing the ‘code of
comduct” due 1o the spprouching civie elections,  Notwithstunding the denial, Ms
Primaoding Bamieke, o moted sctivist who is President of the Vidorfda Medborin
Sanpathong and the Rashsrive Savdndhe Mebila Songathars, along with some
ctlears set oul o submit a memorandwm o the Collector an 79 November 2006, O
their way they were joined by soane others and thee small groups were convered ino
a sort of small rally. Whilke they were passing through the market pluce, stones were
peited an thes ansd ey bad o resort 1o pelting their atackers with siomes, This
culminated in heavy stone pelting on both sides, At about the sume time in another
areit, one Subhash Roi, 2 businessman with a duhinus repunation, sceompanied by o
Iocal politician and Iis goons indulged i throwing stones and chappals on [,
Ambedkor's statue situnted near Patipora, a femous Daliteoleny, The police intervened
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and ndged complamiz of noting. attempt to murder, ete, aganst the Dalit protestors
s well as Subhash Rai and his gpoons,

Police Terror

The Dradic colomies of Patipura and Talio Faila had 1o wimess the police termor in the
dark hours of night when the police broke open the doors of innocent Dalits residing
in both these Tovilines, beat them brutally, mok them 1o the police station 2nd had
them arrested. The weath of the police cone down mainly on the yowng ad educated
Dralits and women sctivists. The women weee arrested by mule police in the night
distegarding the Low that they cannot be arested between 500 pr o 600 @ and
that oo withour the presence of policewomen.

Palice Yersion

Acoper e FLEL 090 and ASEMG repistered by the police, soon aficr peming
information that & mob was damaging vehicles and shops on the moin line and
Jewellery shops line, the police mushed o he spol and sew some miscreants from e
Fatipura colony shouting “Khaivlanii Harsebandoeho Nished Ave’ FCondesm e
Kirirlongi murders]. The police say that when they upproached the Patipura aren,
they wene attacked with futhis, metal rods, stones by Praomoding Ramteke and her
connpamons [rom one side and Subhash Bai and his people from the ather,

Viectioes:
Futipura area @ Below are some Orst person accounts by some of the victims:

Umesh Visuden Meshram (M_A. Ecoromics, M.Com, curmently stedving for L1
Around ZO0 o 230 am on 8% Movember, about 50-60 policemen cime and broke
open my door by kicking. [ was sleeping an that time with my wife and children,
Police entered my ouse and asked whether Twas Umesh Aren Meshiam, Dinlormed
them that [ was not the person they weee looXing Tor wnd thad my name was Umesh
Visudeo Meshram, it peverthiless they insisted that T showld come ond declare
s i person 1o the 8P in the police stagion, They ook me 1o the pelice siation aml
then arrested me despite knowing that 1 was not the person they wanled, They ook
iy sigmure on a blank sheet of paper and churged me under sections 307, 147, 128,
49 ete. of the [PC 1 am an interiorfoutdoor decorator by protession.  Local
shiopkeepers and bosinessmen fed started
agivwing Tor having Dalits arrested and |
feel Twas one of the unfortunate people jo
be arrested o show the numbers to the
businessmien. While in police custody, Twas
constantly asked by the police 10 name
others who participated in the procession;
they even asked me 0 pame my enemics.
This uppears 10 be the plan of pangsier
Sublush Bai who wanls 1o crente an image
m the minds of the shoplespers gl he
saved their shogs from being ransacked by
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the miok, Subhsh Bai belongs to the Congress Purty and be most have thoughe tha in chis
way he could malign the opposing casdidaes i the civie electons and oo gen s paty '
candidutes elecied,

v Milind Raniteke {NMegerable vendor) |wpessed Umesh bewog beates and taken by the
pulice. The Police broke open the front door of my hoose and cntered the kitchen by
brcaking the moofl. I che lock wp, o pobiee vsed oo beat usoapowith ks aod belis daily o
around 1200 m the night. and 25k us to name others who paricipated in the proiesis.

« Dhanara Gaikwisd | (Fhoogmpher by professiond AT E305m on 8% maoming. 20-
35 police come and broke open my door [ showed them my ideriity cond o prove my
identity but they ipsisted T eome along witly the sl sliose o oootbe 58 When they
sliowegdd my 10 Curd 1o the 5P he snid “Keep i oway Bor now, fet's see it tomorrow” and
arrested e, Police told e that len Khuorlan g be whiere 05, whyv baang o bere,

* Wishal Ramesh Craibowad @ AL 050 0 theevening, ahowt 25 policemen armed with
ol e amd they broke open sor PCO booth, wed smashed the mame board placed op i,
They arrested people at random, including my brother Prashant (21 yesg, and ook him
ey, Hle bas nor been keepang well ond bad gust ceturned from bospital. Since that day
meany of us cannod stay af home bocmuse of fear of arrest,

o Amil Thel™s mother: Police kicked open the front door of my house, caughi my =on
Aumit andd wook Bim away, Ao s sick, e sulfers oo siekle cell aoaenia” and pegquires
Preguent blood trunsfusion. He was browght home List week from te bospiil. 1 iold the
poolice that b is gack Buc ey dick non Tisgen 1o me and arresied o,

= Mlaogzala Baluel Bhaggwat (aidos: Twas oot of station and bad retumied home onlby the
day before the police caad came, The Pobice come meothe gl soooid 100 o' elock and
arrested e, Mo ludy police wis present wf the time,

« Ramatari Sontakke (Candulare oo che bocal civee podls b The Polive — all men - s
arcund L a elock in the night and took me away suying they wanted do make cnquiries.
Bt they arvested me and [ wias bebond baes duong the edectons ol heoee § g defeaed
* Pramesding Bamicke: Lam the Chief Coordinaior of “Sreee Atvee e Sangadvnna ™ in Yavatimal
anwd bave DBeen active i U “Plhole-Aonbsedkorme” movement for the post 200 years, | v
argemised many State level conferences, On 70 Movembern, while onour way i collectos s office
foor gaving oo o nemossdom regarding Khairlang, stones wiene trown ol us soowe meiumed
back. When we cumie to Patipura, we fownd that Subfash Rai, Raju Gotphode, Vijay Bai and
ofhers wene deseenting Babasaheb™s porint by throwing siones and chappals bt it Thie nest
clay i the carly moming al 2300 am the police came oy house, oled cospeist abuses ol me
o aarmested e, Thene was oo Ldy police sath e ot the
time. Further, no lady police was present when [owas|

litcrally wepd narvating this party, My modical cxaiminatzon hos |8
been camied out but te papers are wilh e police. | hove [

fezeling unsale, The Police may ke me anyiime agin, Whils
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Subhash Hai und his people were desecrating
Bahiusalel’s sianwe, PS5 Ambhone (who is a Daling
Just watched and did nothing. The Police even beat
wp oy aged mother and then refused 10 ke down
beer comiplaing.

|

Thabswy Paila

* Vishno Makbeum®s maother: The Police came at ; ]
H30 pm and ook my son and my brother Dinesh wheo wos o visitor. He did nor know
anything about the rally whatsoever. Police didn’t even explain anything — they
just bzt them both and ook them away,

+ Atul Prakash Ghode (12 ves): waes watching TV after setarming Nrom work when
225 policemen broke open my front door, entered the hoose and immediately staned
hitting me. They thei wok me away,

= Namdo Thakrey's brother : My biother {240 cunnot walk properly as one of his
legs wits broken when le lell rom o height o vear ago, He <1l imps while walking.
Hie came home from wiork, had bis dimper and was watching TV when police enenad
the house and started beating him withour explaining anvibing, They ook him away
wilh them without telling us why,

* Mangesh Ajappa (17 Dwork inmy uncle’s pan shop. | was stunding ouiside my
howse when police came and caught me, They beat me in custody. [ old the police
that I was oot an the rally but 1 don’t know what they lave recorded, [ was not
shown the copy of my stalemen:.

* Amol Vijayv: The Police broke open our howse door and beat vs op without
ressn, They then arrested my twa yomnger brothers and pushed my motler so hand
she Tell down uncomscions, W never knew anviling about the rally

« Babarao Bhapat i Activistk They bave wrested people ab condom whe bl i
concern with the rally, All of them are poor people somehow rvine 1o moke ends
meiel, Serious cases like attempt o mander, ducoity, eic, have been slapped oa e,
Doue to mahiple cases, each of the armested persons teguires more than one solvency
[or getting released on bail. Each solvency reguires o mininem By 150000 worth of
assets. Froom whene will these poor people get solvencies of such high amoons.
The Police are harassing e poor unnecessarly.

Thee above is just & odom sample of cases, The
cesim il =eores of people all of s biad 5 similar
tile to eell: the Police barged into homes at night by
breaking open doors, lifted voung people by their
callars, bear them mercilessly while hurling casteist
ﬁ abwrse 0t them und took them away iy the darkness,
At the palice suaton, e cvele of beating, abuwse
oo fimd intimidition continued,
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Lthesnapare

bz bt ek of November suw Dalits all over the couniry up in onms proiesting

against the desecration of De Ambedbars see b Bapor, The Dalis of Mumbai,
Falyin and Ulhpsnogar wlso came ot on the streets o protest this desecration bug
it was more an Goeasion oovenl e pent apoaiger aod ouieage a1 thie Khaaclang
massuere and the subsegquent cover-up operation by e staie and sections of the
mediz, The rail ansport svstem of Mumbad was thrown out of gear on that day
because ol rail rokos near Ulhasnagar railway station. Some bogics of two trains, the
Drecean Crecen — a super-Tast express it cans daly betwees Pouoe aod Mumbai,
el o Sumba local train — were selon fire wlter the commuiers were evicuated, A
few days alver this incident, there was pews that the police were carrying sl a
vichwil witch-hont wgainst the people living in the slums adjacent to the irncks near
Ulhasnagar. The police were amesting: Dalie voutls an candom from this ares and
charging them with arson und looting. A teum consisting of members of CPDR
vigited Ulhasnagae on 17 December o ingeire oo the afmemmath of the vasdence on
3 Mowvember and the role of the police in investigting the incidenis.

Thres cases lave been registered for the vielence on that day by the Builway Police,
Kalyan. under Sections L3, 147, 1d%, 332 337, 343, 4306, 427 of the [PC, Secnions 174,
152 of the Ealways Act, Sections 3700 read with Section 133 of the Bombay Police
Act and Section 7 of the Criminal Law Amendiment At OF these Sectiom 436 1
pumisiable with Ll smprscmment, There s very e chance of the accused being
released on bail by the Magisimaie and they will have wo apply 1o the Sessinns o
o b velensedl on bol, Borbee case relatimg o the Deccon Qoeen, around 4 persons
Tk been shown s arvesied G5 the date the team went there, Al were in cusiody, Tn
te other case regarding e burmng of the local tean, 90 persons had been arnested
and none had been granted bail. The remand applications disclose that most ol (he
avrested persons wene young boys, mostly around 18 years of age.

The team visived Blir Magar o et the focal resadents theee, Bhim Nagar is on Ui
ciesl zide ol the trncks, & 5 minuie walk from the Ulhasnagar Railway Sucion towearls
the divection of Mumba ey, The weaimous story that came ool spontaneous]y
Trom the peeple the leam interviewed was that the borning of ithe Deccan Queen tonk
place betwesn Ambarmath and Ulbasnagar stitions of quite o distence Trom Bhim
Mugar. The residents all denicd having participated o the arson. They were all of the
opinion that e work was @ plvned ani-alicact by non Dalics and was o part of (he
stle oppression of Dalits i continuation with the incidents that stacied in Khairlanji,
They ail stamed than thene were moschas i the morming and they were all puriicipating
in ihe morche. They came o know of the beming of the train afiers the incideni hail
ncewived, The pesons imterviewed also denred participatng in the looting, They are
wll working people and many of the boys wha were picked up subsequently were
iy ol waork on that day,

The peoplbe told fhe wam that oy school-gomg clildren went o tee sped o witch
the granges oa Thiey said that many of the felevision joumalisis who had resched the
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sperd asked the young boys i theow stones ot the teain so b ey could Dilm them,
Thie pudice bas been using thi= fostage 10 identify he ‘accused’ . Boys were picked
upr at eandom oo their houses and aken o e police saon, whens e pelicemsn
ickenmnfned tserm on the buzis of the CDs of tiis footage givendo them by the jourmlises.
The people also wondered how the elevision elansels managed woreach Ulasnagar
sn s alter the mident and hence suspected foul play.

Police tereor iy pical of enrlier coses

The team mei many persons whose family members were arrested o detained, A lmos
all of e said than they Dead Beew packed op o the middie of the might and that the
ruiding party consisted of a large number of police persons. In Bhim Magar itself,
aceorching b leeal esimames, around 230 persons have been detsined illegally or
arnesked by the police. Women and childeen were also nod spaied

The mesdus opecandi of the police acconding o the people appears o be riding
howses ol night, picking up any young bovs they Tind there, illegally detoning them
ani then. after conducting their “investigation”™ of checking with the CDs that they
possess, arresling the persons o refensing them, Many schoed bovs including one
I vear ol hud been picked up. This happens every single night. The people of
Bhim Magar are very upset with the police repression as any person can be areested
up and shown o be an accused since the FIRS stuie e involvement of “unkoown
avcused” and thus give the police o wide benth e amrest pracocally anvbody, A
representation wis mnde fo the Chief Minister by the residents regarding this, bor
there has been no betup i Police wervor, The Tear of Beiog armested or being subjected
to o mdnight Tid hungs over the entire communicy. The team was old that people
whi commle o Mumbai regalarly and bave monthly seasan tickets huve begon o
buy tickets on their way back to show the police that they were in e and hieve jus
returmed from swork,

D Behere and Mrs Sulochana Bebee said thar ever since the pobice came on 167
December inguaring wbous their 14 year old son Amol. the boy has rin away Troim
home out of fear. The parents are Tearful about the Dot of their son. Anoseys
Babiram Maste 12 0 widowed mother of two young sons, O 6, L2.20068 at around 2
AM, aroand 15 police men enlered ber hovse, comducied a0 senrch o the gonrse of
which they found w photograph of her brother in the cupboand. They immediately
guestioned her aboan him and asked her w produce him. She inlormed them tag he
didd net =tay in Ulhasnagar. The police asked her 1o produce proof of this fact and
she bead tooger the copy of uster af this bk where he works 10 prove this.

Tarzeting Dalits randomly

[0 camie across very cleorly that the police have lunched a witch-hunt amongst the
Dalit bastis, entering bouses a1 sadom and prcking vp any young person, The
police repression 15 extreme und despite complaints 10 the government and the
politicians, there is nooreliel. Many of the men orested ane tie onby caming members
ol thetr Fumilies and their famifics are facing destiiation,
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Thee sl pespbe Iiave coflesned funds to belp the affected Tumilies tde over the hard
times. But almost all of them live in the Tear of @ similar Gine meeting them and fecl
minch beraved by thear lesders who have failed them, When the team members sent
through the FIRs and the remand apphications made by the police. they fourd thal
mnst arrests P been mnde much ofter the incident. Why police failed o mke
decisive wotion, why the rioting was allowed 1o continue for several hours or why
the rioters were nol arrested on the spor — 1hese are questions that remain
unanswered.

Train burning - & professionasl “joh™7?

The people imterviewed were of the opinion that the burning of the tain bogies was
it plinned protessional job as it was not possible o e mob of persons reportedly
armed only watly eopty bottles w bum four bogies in the manner in which it wis
done, Muny persons tbd the ieam thas o gas cotter wis apparendly found near the
trains bt the police is mor disclosing his fact. A Tocal leader of the Bindhis, Sai
[aalram Sahib, also reiternted that the entire mcident wis planned and the person
responsible wis Fapgar Balini, the notonous MLA Tron Ulhasoagar wii bis been
elected on o RPLUA W vale tticket in the last elections, Sai Balinn Siehib suid that the
video fostage of the incident shows muny persons close 1o Pappe Kalani amongst
the crovd of rioters and many of their names figure in the police li< of absconding
peeused. wll el shom wre ned Tralits. According e bom, the ot was plunsed 1o create
wdivide berween the Sindhis wnd the Dalits prior to the elections. He was also of the
oparion that it was a political seeagains Dalits, He staed thot Sindhi-Dalit violence
is an uncommon oceurrence in Uthasnagar and the entire buming of the irain was
stige mamaged. He also proffeeed anoesplmation absont the presence of e medin so
soom afier the incident, According to him. Ulhasnagar has many stringers who sell
footage totelevision channels and that since mos1 of the medin peoplie who covered
thee Burming of the irin were locals, they managed o reach the place of incident very
prompily. He wlso expluined why the siringes kept instigating the bovs 1o riol gs
this would micke thear footage more “saleable”. Effors tomeet Pappa Kalani proved
Mutihe s b was unavailable,

8 mi-r;-'udrng Rmﬂm.ﬁs

(11 To predest apainst the groesome caste
atracity at Khairlanji and police complicity
i it is the Tundamental democrstic right of
penples TEis by now an established Gen, as testfed
by all ol Gt findiog neports, including that of the
1 stute government’s own YASHADA, that there has
¢ heen active invalviement of the state muchinery in
suppressing the Facts of the Khairlangi masscare.
Although by ner standords can the Khairlanji

et incident be taken s a unigquee of one-ofT kind of
s |-;h:|1| thers is no :.Inuhi that it will be manked among ke most bestial of coste
arrocities that will continue o shame our notion for all Gme 1o come. The protests
wver such an incident and against e st complicny o1 ane a motural democratic
right of the people, By unleashing unprecedented repression on such protests, the
Maharushira police all over Vidarhha has displayed s real anti-Dalic loee in o very
ohostly manner.
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(20 Thae state was feeced to responed to this issee beeaise people ool fo the sireels
amed prolested in Bhandara and Magpoe and other pocts of Malaeashien, People
clarcd Liliia ol e pedace, fearzas shells, sreeses A Boaaadly was called o 9 and 10
Moveimber i Blumdorn amd Magpur cines respeenvely, The people. Dalis i the
ertatian, wnes Dised petions oo demad justice withouwtthe help of the expbdished leaders,
Humsilreds were irrested. People demanded that all the culpeors of Bhackaogs and the
podice who eomnived with the perpetrators of this ceime be paisished, The Cb bal 1o
wir-chash b K hwirdungi goomeet the sole survivor of the Bliotmange Gaonly, Bl yalal,
by bl over on appontmend letier fora job and monetay compensation, an assurmnce
ol bsousing wind Fund {3 seres).

(3} Thie state responded by unleashing repression om te mass profests whick were
the expression of the anger of the peopleat every stage, Demuonsirors wers brutally
lathickurged. rallics were baoned, corfew swas impoeel, preventive wmests conlinuesd
leomg aifier the profests were crashbed, The goverssent and the medi bobelled e
protesis as action by Masaliies, The Sue Home Moster, throogh specisl appearances
on TY channels, bunched o piopaganda compaigen o tiose who lead the protesis
and the bandh were werrorizts and e anger on the streels was o bow wnd order
problem. Fearing continuation of mass protests innther parts of (e siate over the
increasing number of coste procitics wd feanng Inss of s Dalin vote baok, the
povernmient resoried ooeyewash measurcs like aningicing the setming up of 5
commitiee g specifically ook ine atrocitics comiied wemess the Dalin commumy,
a LY preobe and & Gesteamch comt wnensore swall justice,

i) Khairkogi has adso browght to the e the blatant nexas between feudal Forees,
uprpar coste connmmal Forees, the police, the government and the media. 1 has
further disclosed the anti-Dulit, unti-poor altitede of the sme machinery, Since po
uther immedinte provocation con be seei o be the reason Ton the eape and murders,
wz i e e that 0 wos o backlush upuinst Dalit assertion and the asseimion of
puor Dalit women for their rights. We see with homor the repeated wse of sexual
vinhence and the mutilution of women’s bodics 10 teach & commanity anid wonme o
lessom,

153 The Ehairksaji massoere s one in o serics of sitacks on minorities amd Dalits
with direct sl indivect state support. The perpetrutors of comml and casie
vinlence invariably go unpunished, Fuiling 1o resolve the growing crisis facing toiling
preophe, the stae and Ui g classes vse communal and caste violenee for their
own ebds o establizl o finm sway and control over the majoriiy. The siafe fermor
wnkeashed on e democeatic protest by Dalits 35 not simed o Dalits alone, itUis also
usedd 5 @ wool W establish o patiern of suocratic mile over he entire populisce,

Talay, Dalis all over Maharashtra, braving stale repression. have tisen against e
bl mpssiere. Buch strocities on Dalits are ool e coneers of Dalis alone b
ol all seculur and democrotic-minded eitizens, Today, when the wiling people of our
couniry are facing assaulis on their lives and livelihood as o resaltof the govermment s
pro-globalization policics, the broad unity of all the waling people i the peed of the
howur, The ruling closses ane bying o pievent all atiemps o such snite by
perpeiviting caste divisions and hicearehies and spreadimg commiumal batral
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We Demand

1.

el

i

Amnindependant judicial engquiry by a senior retived judge ino the sire repressmn
of the protesters and others in Dalit localities in Magpur, Kamptee, Amravati,
Yavatmtl, Shodapur swond Ulhasnagar.,

All the falsg cases foted on the people skould be immedintely sathdrwa aml
W thesse sull in custody showld be released forthwith,

All the police officers and government officials responsible for terrorizing and
physicaily assaulting innocent people in their kouses and outside shooald be
brought 1o bonk.

Al those whe have sufferad grievows inunes and loss of livelihood doe o
poliee brutality shoold be pdequately compensared by the stare and all incidents
of potice brutality should be registered as FIRs and the goilty officers should be
progecoted s per the law.

Tl witnezses of the Khxidenj massecre who sill fear for thear Tives should be
given adequate protection and ot be el at the mency of the local police, who
conmived with the perpetrators of the atrociry,

Cases under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Alrocities) Act should be registered and action should be taken against the
auiley

Paolice Constable Vishukha Bhoisane of Eamptee whio has been iegally dismissed
from service, and Bhaurso Sarkate, the schood teacher of Ameavati, who has heen
suspended from service, should both be reinstated with full bock wames and
continuity of service, apart from being adequately compensated for the plivaical
and mental injuries suffered by them a che Bosds of the police.

A magisteriol enguiry should ke instituted o the complaint of Pramodini
Famicke, a noted socil worker of Yawmmal. who was allegedly bemen and
sexilly humilinted in police custody, Her
suspenzion order should be revoked
mmcdintedy.

The entire sequence of events staring
from the murders ot Khaidlanji, suppression
of the news of the murders by senior
officialz of the government and the
subseguent widespread repression of
demoeritic protests of Dalits should be
placed hefore the MNational Humon REights
Commission as well as imernational
tribumals devoted fo the suppression of
inequalities based on kit




